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COAST GUARDSMEN FROM
STATION NIAGARA

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2001

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness and profound regret that | rise today.
| rise to address the House about two heroes
who died on Saturday morning.

While patrolling the waters of Lake Ontario
on Friday night, four Coast Guardsmen from
Station Niagara were hit by a wave that cap-
sized their boat. All the men were thrown into
the frigid water of the Great Lakes where,
even in their survival suits, they could not last
longer than a few hours. Their fellow Coast
Guardsmen, joined by members of the Lewis-
ton Fire Department, Erie County Sheriffs of-
fice, and Canadian Coast Guard, searched for
these men during the night and all four were
eventually recovered. However, despite hours
of intensive medical care, Boatswain’s Mate
Second Class Scott Chism of Lakeside, Cali-
fornia and Seaman Chris Ferreby of Morris-
town New Jersey, both passed away on Satur-
day morning. The remaining two crewmen are
recovering from their ordeal.

Petty Officer Chism is survived by his wife
Attalissa, his five-year old daughter Kelsey
and his one-year old son Caleb. Seaman
Ferreby is survived by his wife Amy and their
seven-month-old son Tyler.

As the chairman of the Subcommittee on
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, |
want to extend our sympathies to these men’s
families, their “shipmates” at Station Niagara
who sought them so valiantly through the dark
night and to the entire Coast Guard commu-
nity who shares our grief at their loss. Our
thoughts and our prayers are with them at this
difficult time.

This tragedy underscores the hazardous na-
ture of even routine operations of the Coast
Guard and should serve as a stark reminder
to all of us here in Congress that the watch
our brave Coast Guard men and women stand
each day in service to our nation is a dan-
gerous one.

Mr. Speaker, two heroes died Saturday
morning but their lives exemplified the Coast
Guard’s core values of Honor, Respect and
Devotion to Duty and their example lives on in
the works of their fellow Guardsmen who risk
their lives each day to protect each of us.

————

A TRIBUTE TO BETTY COLEMAN-
LONG

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Betty Coleman-Long of Brooklyn, New
York for her commitment to her community
and her joy of life.

Mrs. Coleman-Long is one of four siblings,
two brothers, Michael and Charles Coleman
and one sister, Mozelle Wickham. She is mar-
ried and the proud mother of two, Paige L.
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Long, MD, and Courtney Long, a published
author.

Mrs. Coleman-Long owns and operates
Gospel Den in Bedford Stuyvesant and is an
active member and worshiper of Brown Me-
morial Baptist Church. She is also the former
president of the Floral Club.

Betty takes advantage of the many opportu-
nities to celebrate the culture of New York as
she is an avid theater and moviegoer, jazz afi-
cionado, and she enjoys dining out. There is
no greater joy in Betty’s life than her religious
beliefs.

Mr. Speaker, Betty Coleman-Long is a par-
ent, a business owner, and a strong believer
in living life to its fullest, yet she never loses
sight of her deep religious convictions and the
importance of her community. As such, she is
more than worthy of receiving our recognition
today, and | hope that all of my colleagues will
join me in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.

————

HONORING VIRGINIA “GINNY”
EUBANKS

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2001

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Women’s History Month, | asked New Mexi-
cans to send me nominations of women in
New Mexico who have given special service to
our community, but may have never received
recognition for their good deeds.

| received twenty-eight worthy nominations
describing sacrifices and contributions these
women have made for our community. | was
particularly moved by the more than 100 nomi-
nations received for Mrs. Virginia “Ginny”

Eubanks, Principal of Eisenhower Middle
School in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The
nominations came from current students,

former students, teachers and parents all de-
scribing Mrs. Eubanks’ caring, professional,
and enthusiastic style of leadership.

| would like to share with you quotes from
the people who appreciate the job she has
done at Eisenhower Middle School and love
her for the contributions she has made to the
thousands of lives she has touched.

Teachers and parents say:

I am thoroughly impressed with the dedi-
cation, professionalism and enthusiasm of
Mrs. Eubanks. She consistently commends
the students, stating that they impressed
and inspired her daily.

I believe she is the driving force at Eisen-
hower which has resulted in the school being
rated exemplary status—one of only two
middle schools in New Mexico to receive this
ranking. She has high standards and has as-
sembled an excellent team.

Mrs. Eubanks is a good example of what it
takes to live an honest and productive life.
She has proven to be of great benefit for our
children. Her door was always open to every-
one.

She is the reason I continue to teach. She
created an environment that had high expec-
tations for students and staff, while at the
same time allowing all to experience the joy
of learning and the safety of belonging.
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In their nominations, students told me:

I think Mrs. Eubanks is really cool. She is
nice and doesn’t get me in trouble. She sup-
ports kids, she is very involved in her school
and does not sit around when something hap-
pens, she acts on it.

Mrs. Eubanks will always try things that
will stand out. Like if we sold a lot of maga-
zine orders she would do something crazy
like have a pie thrown at her or she would
offer to be in the dunk tank. Just an all
around great person.

She is very helpful in time of need. She
would talk it through and find away to make
it better. If a student came to her with an
idea she would help make it work. She’s al-
ways been there for the students.

Mrs. Eubanks is always there for people.
She is open-minded and never turned anyone
away from their goals. I find that my middle
school experience has well prepared me for
high school, and Mrs. Eubanks as the head
principal of the school set the tone for that
good experience.

She always has something positive to say
to the students and has inspired me to do my
best. Mrs. Eubanks has led us to have better
test scores. She turned the school into a bet-
ter place.

Mrs. Eubanks is very sweet and consid-
erate. I remember once in 6th grade that she
let me put my purse in her office. It was at
a dance and I couldn’t fit it in my locker. So
I was just carrying it around when she said
“Would you like me to put your purse in my
office.”” She is so nice.

Mrs. Eubanks has changed my life for the
best. She has taught me how to let people
feel good about the best of their abilities.
She taught us how to care for each other.

This school is nice and at times fun. She
gives a zest to the school. She helps keep the
school in line and keeps it at the top of its
rank. She keeps us motivated.

Ginny Eubanks has made a positive impact
on the people she has taught—young and old
alike. She is a role model for education and
leadership. Mrs. Eubanks is on a leave of ab-
sence due to illness and as one student said,
“she is always there for students when we are
in need, so it's now our turn to help her.”

Virginia Eubanks is a woman of courage
and vision, an exemplar of what an educator
should be. She knows it takes the best edu-
cation to give children the tools they need to
build wings for their dreams. She inspires stu-
dents, by her own example, to care for one
another and be supportive, values that would
benefit every classroom in America.

Please join me in thanking a distinguished
educator, Virginia Eubanks, for her faithful
service to our children and the nation.

——————

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF
COLORADO—125 YEARS OF EDU-
CATING

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2001

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of an institution that has im-
proved the lives of thousands of people, the
University of Colorado. The university is cele-
brating 125 years of providing a superior edu-
cation to the people of Colorado, the Nation,
and individuals from around the world.
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